Getting Started in Obedience From the AKC. Org website
Why Train Your Dog?

Dogs, by nature, are pack animals with a well-defined social arder. As you and your family become your
dog's pack, your new dog will look to you - the leader of the pack - for guidance. Leadership can be
established in a firm but friendly manner. Keep in mind that it is unreatistic to expect the dog {6 abide by the
rules of the household without the feader teaching appropriats behavior!

Much like pegple, every dog is different. Some are hyperactive. Some are laid-back. Some are serious.
Others are silly. Some are shy, and yet others have too much confidence. Regardiess of these differences,
training is necessary for all dogs and beneficial to your entire farnily.

Training will:

«  Help correct nuisance behaviors such as jumping on people, digging, barking, and chewing, while
providing mental and physical activities for your dag.

s Despenthe hohdibem:eén you and your dog, and o increase the enjoyment, companionship and
satisfaction of your relationship with your dog.

+ Ensure your dog's safety and happiness.
= Nurlure good canine companionship for the benefit of your family, neighborhood and community.

o Allow you to enjoy the fun and excitement of competing in AKC obedience, tracking and agility
trials, among other activities. You and your dog can earn cerlificates and titles while you continue to
strengthen your communication and teamwaork,

Types of Training Classes

« Puppy Class - A developmental training course for the 3-to-5-month-old puppy. A puppy class
emphasizes sodlalization with peopls and other puppies. Instructors usually offer information on
growth, nutrition, grooming, housebreaking and problem-solving and teach basic househald
commands.

¢ Basic Class - A basic training course for dogs 5-10-6 months and older, aimed af training you to
train your dog. The basic class emphasizes the essential training commands needed to make a
dog a good companion: heel on a loose feash, sit, stand, down, stay in position, and come when
called. instructors also usually provide information on nutrition, groaming and problem-solving. This
basic training is important in keeping your dog safe.

» Canine Good Citizen® {CGC) Class - May be a separate class or apart of & beginner class at
AKC clubs and other organizations. CGC is & cerification program that is designed to reward dogs
that have good manners at home and in the community. Your dog will need to know the commands
and exercises taught in a basic training class to qualify for a passing score on the GGG test. Dogs
that pass the CGC test receive a cedificate from the AKC and are recorded in the AKC's Canine
Good Citizen Archive. '

» Training Ciasses for Companion Events - A varjely of classes that prepare students and their
dogs for compstition in ohedience, agifity. tracking and other AKG events. You will be instructed in
the levels of competition and titles available, how to teach your dog the required exercises, and the
regulations that apply when you are competing.

Furpose of AKC Obedience Trials

Cansider taking obedience training with your dog 1o a whale new level. Enter the world of AKC obedience
and help your dog realize its full potential by competing in obedience trials and earning obedience
competition titles. AKC Obedience Trials demonstrate the usefulness of the purebred dog as a companion to
man. Obedience trials showcase dogs that have been trained and conditioned 1o behave well in the home, in
public places, and in the presence of other dogs. AKC trials and tests allow exhibitors and their dogs to
enjoy companionship and competition as they proudly eam AKC titles.
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